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Announcing the CWWA’s Water Efficiency Research Fund

The CWWA’s Water Efficiency Committee is pleased to announce the establishment of a water efficiency Research Fund focused on advancing water efficiency nationally and testing emerging water efficient technologies.

What Is It?

The research fund was born out of successful funding partnerships that has included the Maximum Performance Testing of Popular Toilet Models (MaP). For the first time, the MaP testing brought together close to twenty municipalities and utilities from across North America on a project that is changing the marketplace for 6L toilets.

MaP set a precedent in forging an enduring atmosphere of cooperation among like-minded water efficiency practitioners. This cooperation has led to the formation of a Research Fund to advance other water efficiency research needs. The Research Fund will be overseen by CWWA’s Water Efficiency Committee and administered by CWWA in Canada and by AWWA’s Water Efficiency Technical Committee (WETC) and administered by the California Urban Water Conservation Council (CUWCC) in the ‘States. Canadian and U.S. contributions will be collected and administered separately, but they will be pooled for one set of projects.

How It Will Work?
A proposed list of research needs has been developed (see attached). The list was developed in consultation with Canadian and U.S. input and represents the most prevalent research needs. These project abstracts are guidelines only, they will be shaped by the needs of those who choose to fund them, by the amount of funding raised and by the direction dictated by research results.

Funding supporters are asked to contribute a minimum of $3,000 so as not to bog the fund down in administration costs. Most MaP participants contributed a minimum of $5,000. Supporters may direct the monies to one or more projects, depending on their research priorities. Each project will only proceed once sufficient money has been pledged. Given that project funding has only been estimated, there is flexibility in deciding when to proceed with a project because the project Terms of Reference can be refined according to the amount of money pledged.

Selecting a research contractor for a project will conducted using a Request for Proposal (RFP) for projects estimated to be over $30,000. The RFP will be reviewed by a group selected from those municipalities funding the project. For projects estimated to be of lesser value, contractors will be selected by consulting that project’s contributors.

Current Research Projects:

The Uniform North American Requirements (UNAR) for 6L toilets and the Flush Valve Toilet Testing projects have already begun. UNAR began once the MaP results were completed to address the non-performance related issues with 6L. toilets. These relate mainly to sustaining fixture-derived water savings (see attachment). 

The Flush Valve Toilet Testing was initiated this Fall by the City of Toronto because flush valves are to be included in their rebate program. The testing is designed to identify the best performing fixtures and to the ones that are the most tamper-proof. More funding is required to ensure that all the fixtures available in the North American market are tested. Veritec Consulting Inc. of Mississauga ON is the contractor for both of these projects. Veritec was the chief architect of the MaP testing. All MaP testing was also conducted in their lab.

What You Can Do:

Your municipality or utility can contribute a minimum of $3,000 toward these valuable research projects.  It is important to stress that all supporters will be kept informed of both the monetary and technical developments of each project as they progress. In the event of a project surplus, each contributor will have the option in re-investing in another project or receiving money back. It’s your choice. You can contribute once per year, or more often, depending on circumstances.

The WEN, under its Chair, Glen Pleasance, will coordinate Canadian portion of the Research Fund activities. Mr. Pleasance will liaise with the AWWA WETC’s Chair, Dave Bracciano of Tampa Bay Water to coordinate Canadian and U.S. funding. 

The WEN is open to suggestion on these and other research projects that CWWA members deem worth pursuing.

Please consider contributing to these efforts to advance water efficiency. Contact me with any questions, concerns or suggestions regarding the Research Fund.

Yours sincerely,

Glen Pleasance

CWWA Water Efficiency Committee

Water Efficiency Coordinator

Regional Municipality of Durham,

Whitby, Ontario

905-668-7721 x 5391

glen.pleasance@region.durham.on.ca
